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When using MLA citations, you want to be as brief and clear as you can. The goal is to disrupt your 
writing as little as possible while clearly showing the reader which source from your “Works Cited” 
section you are referencing. Note that parenthetical citations are incomplete without a Works Cited list at 
the end of the paper: the two support each other as part of a complete system. 
 
Parenthetical Citations: Formatting 

v Provide only the information needed to identify a source; save the full citation for the Works 
Cited list. The author's last name and a page reference are usually enough. 

v Place the parenthetical reference close to the point it supports. Usually they are placed at the end 
of the sentence containing the relevant information. 

v You don’t need to repeat information. If you have already said the name of the author in the 
sentence, for instance, you don’t need to write it again in the citation. 

v Punctuation follows parenthetical citations, as such (Black Widow 2). For quotations, stick the 
reference outside of the quotation, but inside the final punctuation, “like this” (Magneto 45), or 
“sometimes like this” (Batman 8). 

v Online sources follow the same rules as print resources. Sometimes these don’t provide page 
numbers; omit them. Sometimes, they have paragraph numbers instead of page numbers, or line 
numbers; use whatever is relevant to identify the passage from the text that you are citing.  

Examples: If you are writing an essay and use a work by Batman, you will have to give him credit. If you 
have already mentioned Batman’s name in the sentence where you provide information from his book, the 
citation does not need to include his name again (34). If you don’t mention his name when you reference 
his work, or if it is at all unclear who you might be referring to, you should include both the author name 
and page (Batman 34). If a book has two authors, write both last names (Superman and Batman, 89). 
Citing several pages from a single text is also simple (Thor 67, 98, 200-204). If you cite from one source 
several times in a row, you can use the phrase “ibid”—which is a Latin word meaning “in the same 
place”—to indicate the same source is in use that was just cited. In this case, if I were citing from Thor’s 
book again, right after citing it above, I could just write the following (ibid 6). Citing two works at once is 
also simple, just separate individual authors with a semicolon (Thor 9; Batman 12-4). If you have one 
source for several sentences of paraphrasing, one citation at the end of your discussion is sufficient. 
However, you must always provide a citation for direct quotes. “Otherwise it is plagiarism” (Barringer 1). 

Works Cited: For any source you cite parenthetically, you must give a full citation at the end of your 
paper in the works cited section. Without this section, your citations are meaningless. Arrange entries in 
alphabetical order by last name. If you have multiple books by the same author, list the second directly 
below the first; replace the name with ----., then proceed with the citation as usual. If there is no last name 
on a source, use the title. The format for a book with an editor and translator should look like this: 
 
Author Lastname, Firstname. Title of Book. Ed., editor’s Lastname, First name. Trans. translator 
Firstname, Lastname. Place of Publication: Publisher, Year of Publication. Medium of Publication. 
 * Omit the editor and translator if not relevant.  Basic examples might look like this: 

Wayne, Bruce. Why I Hate Clowns. Gotham: Gotham University Press, 2011. Print. 

Kent, Clark. A Short History of Krypton. Ed., Lane, Lois. Trans., White, Perry. Metropolis: Daily 
Planet Press, 2008. Print. 

For specific citation questions, or for how to cite other kinds of texts and resources, please consult the 
MLA’s website: http://www.mlahandbook.org.  


