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Political science has been popularly described as the study of “who gets what, when, and how.” 
(Lasswell, 1948). This description would look strange to classical philosophers, who took a 
different pair of questions as the guiding theme of proper political study: What is the most 
excellent kind of life for a human being, and what kind of political community can enable us to 
live it? These questions were asked in many different ways: How does the kind of polity one 
lives under shape the kind of citizen or person who lives within it? What does it even mean to be 
“the best” kind of human being and who, in a society, gets to be that sort of person? What is the 
relationship of the divine and holy to the mortal and worldly? Is moral virtue compatible with 
political virtue? Can one be an effective political leader and a good person? 
 
It will be our task this quarter to look at these questions, and the varied responses to them from 
the ancient world through the late renaissance. We will start in Ancient Greece with Thucydides, 
Plato, and Aristotle; move to Rome with Marcus Cicero and Marcus Aurelius, before turning 
towards the Holy Roman Empire and the rise of Christian Europe with Augustine; its transition 
into the Renaissance with Petrarch, and finally right to the edge of modernity with Machiavelli 
and Thomas More. Our work is to understand how these authors were reacting to the specific 
political challenges of their own times, as political actors, advisors, and radical dissidents. But 
also how these theorists spoke with (and sometimes against) each other as part of an ongoing 
dialogue, one that also speaks to us today.  
 
COURSE EXPECTATIONS & REQUIREMENTS: 
 
Attendance at all lectures is mandatory. Attendance means attention, showing up prepared to 
work and think about the readings with your fellow students. Class begins on the hour—be 
respectful of your classmates and show up on time, with cell phones turned off and put away, 
and yourselves mentally prepared to discuss the weekly material. Class runs for two hours; most 
days, however, I will not lecture the full time. The last half hour or so of class time most days 
will be set aside for an optional discussion section; but you should keep that time on your 
schedules open. 
 
Do the readings, in full, before class. Readings should be completed by the day they are listed 
on the syllabus. I have tried to keep the overall reading around 45 pages per class, or 100 pages 
per week. The texts are the heart and soul of this class, and draw from a few of the most 
important political works composed in western thought. There is no way to make the authors we 
study in this course “easy,” and I do not expect you to show up in class understanding every line. 
But you should come into class with your questions, and having already completed the reading. 
In lecture we will take on some of the more confusing parts of the readings, and discuss the 
foundation and contexts of these theories in detail. Come prepared to work. 
 



Respect: The Ancient world has given us some beautiful, astounding, and inspiring ideas. Also 
many brutal, repugnant, and difficult ones. It is imperative in this class that you treat yourselves 
and others with respect. Our task here is to understand these texts, their assumptions and 
conclusions. That does not mean that you must agree with these texts; nor does it mean that you 
can’t disagree with other people (or me) about what they mean. In philosophy and theory 
courses, disagreement is often a sign of respect (it means you have said something interesting!) 
but rudeness never is. You are expected to treat others with decency and generosity. If you are 
uncomfortable with some element of the course, or unsure what standards “respect” implies, 
please come talk to me about it in my office hours. 
 
Required textbooks: The following books are required, and will be available at the UCLA 
bookstore. Most can be very cheaply purchased online, used and new, some for little more than 
the cost of shipping. I encourage you to shop around for the best price; however make sure you 
get the specific editions listed below. You will need to refer to your text frequently in class, so 
buying the right edition will literally keep you on the same page as everyone else.  
 
For ease of online pricing comparison, I have listed the ISBN-10 numbers of all required texts 
below. You can search online with these numbers directly to ensure you get the right book. If 
you choose to buy used or online, remember that it is your responsibility to have your texts in 
hand, and readings completed before the class they are assigned. 
 

• Thucydides, A History of the Peloponnesian War, ed., R. Warner (Penguin Classics, 
1972). ISBN: 0140440399 

• Plato Republic, ed., C. D. C. Reeve (Hackett, 2004). ISBN 0872207366 
• Aristotle: Politics, ed., T. Sinclair (Penguin, 1981). ISBN: 0140444211 
• Cicero: On Duties, ed., P.G. Walsh (Oxford, 2008). ISBN: 0199540713 
• Machiavelli, The Prince, ed., Q. Skinner (Cambridge: 1988). ISBN: 0521349931 
• More: Utopia, ed., George M. Logan (Cambridge, 2002): ISBN: 0521525403 

 
The following texts will be posted online. I have included the ISBN numbers below, however, in 
case you want to buy a hard copy, as these books can also be gotten fairly cheap:  

• Marcus Aurelius “Meditations” (ISBN: 0143036270) 
•  Augustine, “The Political Writings” (ISBN: 0895267047) 
•  Petrarch, “How a Ruler Ought to Govern” in The Earthly Republic (ISBN: 

0812210972) 
 
GRADING: Your grade in this class will be determined as follows:  
 
Quizzes (25%) will be multiple choice and short answer, and focus on the readings. They will be 
available to take online, from your home computer or at the library, within a 48-hour window 
through moodle. Of the six quizzes total, you may drop the lowest grade. As you take these 
quizzes at home, they will be open book. However: once you start the quiz, you will have a 
limited window of time to complete it. Your answers and work should be entirely your own. No 
exceptions. 
 



Note: Inevitably moodle has personality crises at inconvenient moments. If this happens to you 
during a quiz, you can e-mail your answers to me in word or another text program—but I must 
receive them within the 48 hours the quiz is “live.” If you miss the window, don’t panic. You get 
to drop your lowest grade. 
 
Midterm (35%) and Final (40%): I will cover the format of these tests in more detail in class, 
however you can expect a mix of quotes, IDs, and several paragraph-length answers that focus 
on passage analysis. A good way to study is to take notes when you read, highlighting passages 
that seem particularly interesting or provocative; or better, form a reading group with friends, 
and then argue about what is important or interesting in those passages. 
 
Academic Honesty and Plagiarism: In keeping with UCLA’s honor code and standards for 
personal integrity, I take academic honesty very seriously. Anyone found to be cheating, 
plagiarizing, or otherwise in breach of UCLA’s standards for academic integrity will fail the 
relevant assignment, and all instances of cheating will be reported to the dean. No exceptions. If 
you are unsure of what constitutes plagiarism or cheating, you may familiarize yourself with the 
UCLA guide on the subject here: http://www.studentgroups.ucla.edu/dos/students/integrity/. You 
are also welcome to ask me if you have questions. 
 
Special Academic Accommodations: If you have special circumstances or need any special 
accommodations for your assignments, please come and see me as early in the quarter as 
possible, so that we can take them into consideration. You can learn more about these through 
UCLA’s Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and the resources they offer at their 
website, http://www.osd.ucla.edu  
 
****************************************************************************** 
 
COURSE SCHEDULE  & WEEKLY READING ASSIGMENTS: 
 
Week 0: Thucydides: History of the Peloponnesian War I 

R 9/22: Thucydides’ Introduction (p. 35-49) In bookstore; also available online. 
 

Week 1: Thucydides’ History of the Peloponnesian War II 
T 9/27: The Debate at Sparta, (p. 72-87); Funeral Oration through death of Perikles; (p. 
143-164); skim: Civil war in Corcyra (p. 236-245.) 
R: 9/29: Melian Dialogue (p. 400-408); Syracuse Adventure: (p. 414-429); Death of 
Nicias (p. 528-536). 
 
Quiz 1 begins online, Thursday evening at 6:00 PM. You have 48 hours to complete it. 

 
Week 2: Plato: Republic Part I 
 T: 10/4 Plato, Republic, Book 2 (p. 36-65). 

R: 10/6 Plato, Republic, Book 4 (p. 103-135); Book 7 (p. 208-215). Skim Book 5 (But 
pay a little more attention to p. 164-175). 

 
Week 3: Plato: Republic II & Aristotle 



 T: 10/11 Plato’s Republic, Book 8 (p. 238-269) 
 R: 10/13 Aristotle, Politics, Book 1.i-x (p. 53-87) 
 
 Quiz 2 begins online, Thursday evening at 6:00 PM. You have 48 hours to complete it.  
 
Week 4: Aristotle’s Politics 
 T: 10/ 18 Book 3.i-xii (p. 167-205) 

R: 10/ 20. Book 7.1-1v; xiii-xvii. (p. 389-405; 426-448) 
 
Quiz 3 begins online, Thursday evening at 6:00 PM. You have 48 hours to complete it.  

 
Week 5: Cicero and The Roman Constitution 
 

T: 10/25 ***MIDTERM***  
R: 10/27: Cicero De Officiis; Part 1 (p. 3-54) 

 
Week 6: Republic to Empire: Cicero and Aurelius 

T: 11/1 Cicero De Officiis; Book 3 (p. 86-126) 
R: 11/3 Marcus Aurelius, Meditations; Read Book 2-4 (p. 11-42) ); *skim* Book 1. (text 
available online.) 
 
Quiz 4 begins online, Thursday evening at 6:00 PM. You have 48 hours to complete it. 
 

Week 7: The City of God and the City of Man: Augustine & Petrarch 
  
 T: 11/8 Augustine: Political Writings Ch. 1 (p. 1-43) Text available online. 

R: 11/10 Petrarch “How a Ruler Ought to Govern his State.” Text available Online. 
 Machiavelli “The Prince,” Preface and Ch. 1 (p. 3-6).  

 
Week 8: Machiavelli’s Prince 

T:  11/15 The Prince, Ch. 2-14 (p. 6-50). 
 R. 11/17 The Prince Ch. 15- 26 (p. 51-93). 
 
 Quiz 5 begins online, Thursday evening at 6:00 PM. You have 48 hours to complete it. 
  
Week 9: Machiavelli’s Discourses 

T: 11/22  Machiavelli’s The Discourses on Livy. Selections available online. 
 R: 11/24 NO CLASS. THANKSGIVING BREAK 
 
Week 10: Thomas More, Utopia 
 T: 11/29 More, Utopia, Book 1 
 R: 12/1  More, Utopia, Book 2  
 
 Quiz 6 begins online, Thursday evening at 6:00 PM. You have 48 hours to complete it. 
 
Week 11: ***Final Exam*** Dec 7: 8-11 AM. 


